Prevalence and intensity of Pseudodelphis oligocotti n. gen., n. sp. (Dracunculoidea; Guyanemidae) in the tidepool sculpin, Oligocottus maculosus (Scorpaeniformes; Cottidae).
Pseudodelphis oligocotti n. gen., n. sp. (Dracunculoidea; Guyanemidae) is described from the tidepool sculpin, Oligocottus maculosus (Scorpaeniformes; Cottidae), from various localities in coastal British Columbia. The species is placed in Guyanemidae because of its reduced buccal capsule, divided esophagus, functional vulva, and single ovary. It is distinguished from Guyanema, the only other genus in the family, by the absence of caudal alae and the arrangement of caudal papillae in the male. Females of the new genus are distinguished from those of Guyanema by the presence of a blind uterine diverticulum, without associated oviduct and ovary, extending anteriorly from the junction of the posterior uterus and vagina, and a more posteriorly positioned vulva. Fish were sampled every 2 wk throughout 1988. Worms were overdispersed in the host population. Prevalence and mean intensity of infection were highest from February to March.